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College-bound Del Val students eager for high scores on the upcoming SATs are 
invited to get free coaching after school. 
  
Del Val teachers address the Verbal SAT each Tuesday in Room D117 and the Math 
SAT each Thursday in Room C114. The sessions, which are 2:30 to 3:30 p.m., continue 
through October. 
  
Ryan Murphy, who teaches geometry, statistics and algebra, is the math instructor; and 
English teacher Sarah Hall is the verbal instructor.  They said that some students drop 
in for one session, but others find it so useful that they come back for additional 
sessions. No registration is required. 
  
They use old SATs to show students what they’ll encounter and to give them some 
practice. Mr. Murphy says, “My focus this year is to hit specific problem types in each 
session.” An example would be word problems, which can be difficult to translate into 
algebraic expressions. 
  
Likewise, Mrs. Hall covers a different concept each week. For example, next week she’ll 
start the session with tips and rules for editing or writing the SAT essay. 
  
Their clientele also learn test-taking strategies, some of which reflect changes in the 
SATs that went into effect last March. For example, formerly students were penalized 
for each wrong answer, so wild guesswork was discouraged. Now, there is no such 
penalty, so it is poor policy to leave any question unanswered, Mr. Murphy advises. 
  
Time management is also stressed. Students should spend their time on questions they 
believe they can figure out quickly, and then go back to make quick guesses or – if time 
permits -- do lengthy calculations, Mr. Murphy advises. 
  
Mrs. Hall offers another tip: You don’t need to know the right answer if you can rule out 
three of the four multiple-choice answers. She says it’s like finding a needle in a 
haystack by getting rid of some of the hay. 
  
They will do another series of after-school coaching sessions in the spring. 
	


